
CULTURES OF MODERNIZATION IN EAST ASIA (Japn 358) 

 
Professor Jordan Sand Office hours Wed. 2:30-5:00 

ICC 624  687-5599 sandj@georgetown.edu 
 

 
“Modernization” is a notoriously ill-defined term.   Yet many policy 

makers and social scientists since the mid-twentieth century have used 
it freely, and as intellectuals and residents of a “modern” nation, most 

of us possess a repertoire of notions about what makes a place or 
practice modern.  This course will explore the meaning of this elusive 

term and the things that have been done in its name.  We will focus on 
the recent history of East and Southeast Asia, where one country after 

another became a laboratory for experiments to transform agriculture, 
industrial production, and the ways people live their lives.  “Modernize” 

in this context is a transitive verb, describing intentional action, not 

merely a natural process of becoming.  With the help of historians and 
anthropologists, as well as works of fiction and film, we will examine 

acts of modernizing and being modernized at the level of local and 
individual experience.  How did modernizers view the people they were 

seeking to modernize?  How did modernization campaigns affect 
communities and households, and class and gender relations within 

them?  What ideals and dangers did modernization represent for 
individuals caught in the middle of rapid social change?  Unlike the 

twentieth-century American social scientists who sought to define a 
universal paradigm of “modernization,” we will excavate the multiple, 

distinct meanings invested in the idea in different times and places by 
different historical actors, including the social scientists themselves. 

 
 

Course Requirements and Grading: 

 
The class will be run as a colloquium, centered on reading, discussion, 

and short presentations.  There will be two papers of 6-8 pages, plus 
three or four written exercises of 2-3 pages.  The final will be take-

home, covering all of the material for the semester.  Work is weighted 
as follows: 

 
Reading, participation and exercises:  30% 

Paper #1 (6-8 pages):     20% 
Paper #2 (6-8 pages):     20% 

Take-home final (10-15 pages):   30% 
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Course Materials: 

 
Xeroxes of articles and book chapters as well as some of the books will 

be available on reserve at Lauinger.  Some of the readings are 
available through on-line resources such as JSTOR.  I want you to 

bring either thorough notes or marked personal copies of the reading 
to class.  In the few cases where we are reading all or most of a book 

that is only available on the reserve shelf, you may wish to xerox the 
entire reading at the library well in advance of the assignment. 

 
I have ordered the books that we are reading in their entirety or near-

entirety at Bridge Street Books (near the M Street bridge in 
Georgetown).  I did this to encourage you to patronize a genuine 

bookstore managed by people who care about the books they stock.  
Linger and browse: they have an excellent, carefully chosen selection.  

Naturally, you are also free to read library copies or buy your books 

elsewhere.  
 

Bridge Street Books 
2814 Pennsylvania Ave. NW  

Phone: (202) 965-5200 
 

The following books should be available at Bridge Street Books by the 
end of the first week of classes.  I will let you know when they have 

arrived. 
 

Dore, Shinohata 
 

Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 
 

Garon, Molding Japanese Minds 

 
Latham, Modernization as Ideology 

 
Scott,  Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the 

Human Condition Have Failed  
 

 
For background reading, the following texts will be on reserve: 

 
Fairbank et al, East Asia: Tradition and Transformation 

 
Steinberg, ed., In Search of Southeast Asia 

 



SCHEDULE 

 
 

Week One:  What Is or Was Modernization? 
 

Tuesday, January 13th 
 

First class meeting: discussion of our ad hoc definitions of 
modernization 

 
Thursday, January 15th 

 
Hall, “Changing Conceptions of the Modernization of Japan” 

Appadurai, Modernity at Large, 1-23 
 

 

 
Week Two: States and the Modernization Agenda 

 
Tuesday, January 20th 

 
Scott, Seeing Like a State, 1-102, 262-355 

 
Thursday, January 22nd 

 
Adas, “Modernization Theory and the American Revival of 

Scientific and Technological Standards of Social 
Achievement and Human Worth” 

Klein, “Musicals and Modernization” 
 

 

Week Three:  Inventing “Peasants” and “Villages” 
 

Tuesday, January 27th 
 

Cohen, “Cultural and Political Inventions in Modern China” 
Sorensen, “National Identity and the Creation of the Category 

of „Peasant‟ in Colonial Korea” 
 

Thursday, January 29th 
 

Kemp, “The Dialectics of Village and State in Modern Thailand” 
Pyle, “The Technology of Japanese Nationalism” 

 



Week Four: Reform Movements 

 
Tuesday, February 3rd 

 
Dirlik, “The Ideological Foundations of the New Life Movement” 

Gordon, “Managing the Japanese Household” 
Moore, “Mobilization and Disillusion in Rural Korea”  

Jager, “Park Chung-Hee‟s Agrarian Heroes” in Narratives of 
Nation Building in Korea 

 
Thursday, February 5th 

 
Korean New Village Movement (Saemaul Undong), primary 

source readings:  
 

Park Chung Hee, Saemaul: Korea’s New Community Movement 

Institute of Saemaul Studies, Saemaul Undong 
 

Assignment: primary source exercise.  Choose a passage from 
one of the primary sources and discuss in the context of the 

movement‟s history as described and analyzed in our secondary 
readings.  2-3 pages double-spaced 12-pt Times. 

 
 

Week Five:  The Modernizing Japanese State and Everyday Life 
 

Tuesday, February 10th 
 

Garon, Molding Japanese Minds, first half 
 

Thursday, February 12th 

 
Garon, second half 

 
 

Week Six: Colonial Modernizers: Japan in Taiwan and Korea 
 

Tuesday, February 17th 
 

Tsurumi, “Colonial Education in Korea and Taiwan” 
Ching, “Savage Construction and Civility Making” 

Wu, “The Doctor‟s Mother” 
Chu, “Autumn Note” 

 



Thursday, February 19th 

 
Hou Hsiao Hsien, dir., “The Puppetmaster” (film) 

 
 

 
Week Seven:  The Intellectual and the Village 

 
Tuesday, February 24th 

 
FIRST PAPER DUE 

 
Dore, Shinohata 

 
Thursday, February 26th 

 

Teshigahara dir., “Woman in the Dunes” (film) 
 

 
Week Eight: Capital and Labor in Malaysia 

 
Tuesday, March 2nd, Thursday, March 4th 

 
Ong, Spirits of Resistance and Capitalist Discipline 

 
 

Week Nine SPRING BREAK 
 

Tuesday, March 9th, Thursday, March 11th 
 

 

Week Ten: Housing, Family, and the State in Singapore 
 

Tuesday, March 16th 
 

Chua, Political Legitimacy and Housing: Stakeholding in 
Singapore (selections TBA) 

Clancey, “Toward a Spatial History of Emergency” 
 

Thursday, March 18th 
 

 Kuah, “Inventing a Moral Crisis and the Singapore State”  
 

 



Week Eleven:  Modernizing Agriculture—the Green Revolution 

 
Tuesday, March 23rd 

 
Yapa, “What Are Improved Seeds?” 

Kummer, “Commentary on „What Are Improved Seeds?” 
Yapa, “Response: A Hybrid by Any Other Name…” 

Cullather, “Parable of the Seeds” 
 

 
 

Thursday, March 25th 
 

Fegan, “The Philippines,” and “Accumulation on the Basis of an 
Unprofitable Crop” 

Kerkevliet, Everyday Politics in the Philippines, 1-58 

 
 

Week Twelve: Modernization and War—Vietnam 
 

 
Tuesday, March 30th, Thursday, April 1st 

 
Latham, Modernization as Ideology, 1-68, 151-216. 

Luce and Sommer, Vietnam: The Unheard Voices, xi-xiv, 65-93, 
138-167, 218-234 

 
 

Week Thirteen: Television as a Force of Modernization 
 

Tuesday, April 6th 

 
Kato, “Japan,” in Television: An International History 

Berwanger, “The Third World,” in Television: An International 
History 

Mikhalkov, dir., “Urga: Close to Eden” (film) 
Ozu, dir., “Good Morning” (film) 

 
 

Thursday, April 8th  EASTER BREAK 
 

 



Week Fourteen: Migration and Modern Institutions 

 
SECOND PAPER DUE 

 
Tuesday, April 13th, Thursday, April 15th 

 
 Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 

 
 

Week Fifteen: Modernity’s Other—Inventing the Primitive 
 

Tuesday, April 20th, Thursday, April 22nd 
 

Hemley, Invented Eden 
 

 

Week Sixteen:  Nostalgia and Modernity 
 

Tuesday, April 27th 
 

Zhang, dir., “Shower” (film)  
 

Thursday, April 29th 
 

Bestor, "The Shitamachi Revival" 
 Sand, “Monumentalizing the Everyday” 

 
Week Seventeen: Clean-up 

 
Tuesday, May 4th 
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