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         MAKING A “GLOBALIZED” WORLD: A  20
TH

 CENTURY HISTORY 

 

                                          Instructor: Graham Taylor 

 

Office: LEC  N103.1   Phone: (705)-748-1011 ext. 7702     E-mail: gtaylor@trentu.ca 

 

The 20
th

 century witnessed dramatic transformations of the international political system 

and the global economy; the harnessing of science to warfare and the creation of new 

technologies ranging from electronics to biogenetics; and the increasingly intensive 

exploitation of the world‟s resources in pursuit of economic growth. This course focuses 

on the inter-related nature of these economic and technological changes, and their impact 

on international politics and the global environment. 

 

 

Part One: Oil and Empires.  September 16- October 21, 2009 

 

As the major source of energy for transportation, industry, electric power and many 

commercial products by the middle of the 20
th

 century, the oil industry was also the 

prototype of business forces promoting globalization.  Complex and costly technologies 

fostered the emergence of large integrated companies whose quest for markets and 

supplies pushed them competitively across the world; and in turn their efforts to dominate 

this strategic industry stimulated nationalist responses from oil-producing countries and 

regional struggles to control this vital resource.  

 

Readings:  

 

Carl Solberg, “The Tyranny of Oil: How and Why the United States Got Involved in the 

Middle East,” American Heritage, vol. 28, no. 1 (December 1976): 9-13, 78-83. 

 

Euclid A. Rose, “OPEC‟s Dominance of the Global Oil Market: The Rise of the World‟s 

Dependency on Oil,” Middle East Journal, vol. 58, no. 3 (Summer 2004): 424-444. 

 

Andrew Bacevich, “The Real World War IV,” Wilson Quarterly, vol. 29, no. 1 (Winter 

2005): 36-61. 

 

First Examination: November 4, 2009 

 

Part Two: The Perils of Globalization   November 11-December 9, 2009 

 

As the 20
th

 century ended, a mood of optimism – of triumphalism – prevailed, celebrating 

the end of fifty years of wars, nationalist rivalries and ideological conflict, and the 

emergence of a global economy linked by technology and shared values, augmented by 

the removal of barriers to the flow of goods and financial resources. But this “new world 



order” had an underside: open markets provided opportunities for arms traffickers, drug 

dealers and crime syndicates to expand their activities; and after 9/11 it seemed that the 

emergence of globalization both exacerbated cultural tensions and abetted the operations 

of those identified as terrorists. None of these features, good and bad, were entirely new; 

and historically the seemingly inevitable triumph of global integration had experienced 

disruptions and even reversals in the past. The collapse of world financial markets in 

2008 demonstrated the continuing vulnerabilities of a global economy. 

 

Readings:  

 

Niall Ferguson, “Wall Street Lays Another Egg,” Vanity Fair, December 2008. [see 

www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2008/12/banks  

 

Loretta Napoleoni, “The New Economy of Terror: How Terrorism is Financed,” Forum 

on Crime and Society, vol. 4, no. 1 (December 2004): 31-48. 

 

John Arquilla, ”The End of War as We Know It? Insurgency, Counterinsurgency and the 

Lessons from the Forgotten History of Early Terror Networks,” Third World Quarterly, 

vol. 28, no. 2 (March 2007): 369-386.                                                                        

                                                                                          

Second Examination: TBA 

 

 

Part Three:  “Better Things For Better Living…through Science.”  

 

January 6-February 10, 2010 

 

Relatively distinct until the late 19
th

 century, technology and “applied science” were 

integrated in the research labs of industrialists in chemicals, the telephone and electric 

power.  In the global wars of the 20
th

 century, governments “mobilized” scientists 

harnessed with large-scale industry to create increasingly sophisticated and destructive 

weapons, culminating in the development of nuclear bombs. The scientific community  

was transformed by the sponsorship of governments and industry, leading to the 

emergence of the “knowledge industry” and the growth of new technologies particularly 

in electronics and communication, that in turn provided the technological infrastructure 

for globalization, while also contributing to the end of the Cold War. At the same time, 

public attitudes toward science shifted from indifference or incomprehension to an 

ambivalent mixture of respect bordering on awe to suspicion and fear. 

 

Readings:  

 

Richard Rhodes, “ „I Am Become Death‟…The Agony of J. Robert Oppenheimer,” 

American Heritage, vol. 28, no. 6 (1977): 70-83. 

 

John Wills, “Celluloid Chain Reaction: The China Syndrome and Three Mile Island,” 

European Journal of American Culture, vol. 25, no. 2 (2006): 109-122. 

http://www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2008/12/banks


 

Roy Rosenzweig, “Wizards, Bureaucrats, Warriors and Hackers: Writing the History of 

the Internet,” American Historical Review, vol. 103, no. 5 (1998): 1530-1552. 

 

Third Examination: February 24, 2010 

 

Part Four:  “The Best of all Possible Worlds” March 3- March 31, 2010 

In the early 20
th

 century few questioned the virtues of economic growth and global 

integration: inventors and business leaders were celebrated and their achievements 

applauded.  In the arts and literature a more skeptical view of  „progress” emerged, but 

even after the deployment of “technologies of mass destruction” in two world wars a 

lingering faith remained in the value of technology for improving health and economic 

development.  More recently, however, this confidence was challenged by controversies 

over the uneven distribution of the benefits of global economic growth, the long-term 

cost of  sustained exploitation of the world‟s resources, and the impact of technology on 

the environment, focusing particularly on the issue of  climate change. The issue of 

climate change in some respects encapsulated this mixed legacy: increasingly 

sophisticated capabilities enabled scientists to identify more clearly the global effects of 

more than a century of science-based industrial development. 

 

Readings: 

 

William Cronon, “A Place for Stories: Nature, History and Narrative,” Journal of 

American History vol. 78, no. 4 (1992): 1347-1376. 

 

Lamont C. Hempel, “Greenhouse Warming: The Changing Climate in Science and 

Politics,” Political Research Quarterly, vol. 46, no. 1 (March 1993): 213-239. 

 

John Palfreman, “A Tale of Two Fears: Exploring Media Depiction of Nuclear Power 

and Global Warming,” Review of Policy Research, vol. 23, no. 1 (January 2006): 23-43. 

 

Fourth examination: TBA 

 

Readings 

 

All assigned course readings are available electronically. Articles can be accessed (except 

where noted) through Bata Library‟s E-Resources, Citation Linker, using the information 

on author, title, publication name, date and page numbers provided in the syllabus. 

 

Course Evaluation 

 

There are four required and two optional components to the evaluation for this course.  At 

the end of each section of lectures (October, December, February and April) there will be 

an examination based on material covered in the lectures and readings for that section. 

Each examination includes an essay component. The examinations are required.  

 



If you are interested in developing your own perspective on the subject, you may submit 

a term paper (c. 10 pages) in the Fall and/or Winter term on a topic relating to one of the 

general areas covered in class during that term.  Paper topics must be approved by the 

instructor (topic proposals and proposed research sources may be submitted via e-mail at 

any time up to four weeks before the end of the term)  and papers are due at the last 

meeting of class in each term. Term papers are optional. 

 

Course evaluation is based on the number of assignments completed. 

 

a) If you write the four exams (all of which are required), each exam will be worth 

25% of the final grade. 

 

b) If you write one term paper (either in the Fall or Winter term) each assignment 

(i.e., the four required exams and the one term paper) will account for 20% of the 

final grade. 

 

c) If you write two term papers (one in each term), each assignment (i.e., the four 

required exams and the two term papers) will account for 16.66% of the final 

grade. 

 

I will provide suggestions for topics and source materials to students who wish to write 

one or two term papers.  

 

Academic Integrity Policy: All work submitted for this course must adhere to Trent 

University‟s Academic Integrity Policy. [For further information, please consult 

www.trentu.ca/deanundergraduate/integritystudents.php.] 


